We present for numerical use the analytic continuations to complex arguments of those basic Mellin transforms, which build the harmonic sums contributing to the 3-loop anomalous dimensions. Eight new basic functions contribute in addition to the analytic continuations for the 2-loop massless Wilson coefficients calculated previously. The representations derived have a relative accuracy of better than 10 −7 in the range x ǫ [10 −6 , 0.98].
Introduction
A very efficient way to calculate the evolution of the parton densities in deeply inelastic scattering consist in solving the evolution equations in Mellin-N space [1, 2] . With the advent of the 3-loop anomalous dimensions [3, 4] the scaling violations of the deep-inelastic structure functions can be analyzed at high precision. The evolution equations are ordinary differential equations, which can be solved analytically. The Wilson coefficients [5] [6] [7] [8] and anomalous dimensions are given in terms of multiple nested harmonic sums [9, 10] , which obey algebraic relations [9] [10] [11] [12] . Each finite harmonic sum can be represented in terms of a Mellin transform of a harmonic polylogarithm [13] weighted by 1/(1±x) and a polynomial of harmonic sums of lower weight. It turns out that for all basic functions at least up to weight five, as needed for the physical observables mentioned above, the harmonic polylogarithms are Nielsen integrals [14, 15] . Furthermore, structural relations exist between various Mellin transforms of weighted Nielsen integrals [16] . They are due to relations at rational values of the Mellin variable, differentiation w.r.t. the Mellin variable, integration by parts relations and functional identities of Nielsen integrals. These relations, together with the quasi-shuffle algebra of harmonic sums allow to build the massless single-scale quantities in perturbative QED and QCD out of a low number of basic functions at a given order in perturbation theory.
The anomalous dimensions and Wilson coefficients in Mellin space, for instance, can be written in terms of these basic functions and a number of their derivatives, in addition to polynomials including Euler's ψ-functions as well as rational functions of the Mellin variable for complex values of N. Then, on this basis, results in x-space, are obtained by means of a single inverse Mellin transform, which has to be carried out numerically. For the class of functions contributing to the 2-loop Wilson coefficients the analytic continuations were given in Ref. [17] . Simple analytic continuations of nested sums are known for long, cf. e.g. Ref. [18] . This direction has been followed in Ref. [19] recently. However, in many cases the numerical convergence is very slow.
To obtain an appropriate representation for the 3-loop anomalous dimensions and 2-loop Wilson coefficients, we exploit the algebraic and structural relations between the nested harmonic sums. For the 2-loop anomalous dimensions only one non-trivial function contributes aside from Euler's ψ (k) (N) functions [20, 21] . All known massless 2-loop Wilson coefficients can be expressed by four more functions [22, 23] . For the 3-loop anomalous dimension the Mellin transforms
of the following eight functions form the set of additional basic functions :
Here the functions Li n (x) and S p,n (x) denote polylogarithms [24] and Nielsen-integrals [14, 15] , respectively. In terms of harmonic polylogarithms [13] , they read
where the algebra can be applied to products of harmonic polylogarithms to express them in the basis of single harmonic polylogarithms.
In the present paper we derive fast and precise numerical representations of these Mellin transforms for complex values of N. Previously numerical representations of the 3-loop anomalous dimensions were given in [3, 4] .
1 Following earlier investigations [17] , we aim at numerical representations for the individual basic functions, the building blocks of the massless Wilson coefficients and the anomalous dimensions, to high precision. Thus, in principle, the present approach is tunable to arbitrary accuracy.
Mellin Transforms of the Type f (x)/(1 + x)
As outlined in Ref. [17] the Mellin transforms containing the denominator 1/(1 + x) are given by:
Accurate representations for the function ln(1 + x) can be given using the minimax method for numerical approximation:
which we further improved to an accuracy of 3 × 10 −16 . The coefficients read:
For later use we also parameterize ln 2 (1 + x)
The following Mellin transforms contribute, cf. also Refs. [9, 10, 17] ,
The functions S 1,−1 (N) and S 2,1 (N) have been parameterized in Ref.
[17]
where
3 Mellin Transforms of the Type (f (x)/(1 − x)) + Three functions of this type contribute. In case the numerator function is analytic at x = 1 one may represent the functions of this class using the minimax method directly. Both Li 4 (x) and S 2,2 (x) have branch points at x = 1. Therefore we derive an analytic representationf i (x) for [f i (x) − f i (1)] /(1 − x) valid for the region x → 1 and determine the remainder part using the minimax method: 
We will do this for the functions S 2,2 (−x) − c 1 − ζ 2 2 /8 /(1 − x) and Li
The following representation for
and The corresponding polynomial in x has an accuracy of 2 × 10
The corresponding polynomial in x has an accuracy of 2.5 × 10 −11 for x ǫ [0, 1]. In Table 1 the values of the maximum relative errors are given for the first 40 Mellin moments. Depending on the function accuracies better than 9 · 10 −10 to 8 · 10 −13 are obtained. We also compared the representation of the basic functions through numerical inversion of the Mellin moments by a complex contour integral. In the range x ǫ [10 −6 , 0.98] maximal relative errors of 2 to 8 · 10 −8 were obtained, irrespective of the value of the basic functions. In some regions in x even up to several order of magnitude better results were obtained. 
Conclusions
Single scale quantities in massless QED and QCD such as the Wilson coefficients and anomalous dimensions can be represented by nested harmonic sums. Their representation may be reduced to a small set of basic functions in addition to Euler's ψ (k) (N) functions, each of the basic functions corresponding to one particular single harmonic sums. This is possible due to algebraic and structural relations between the harmonic sums. Up to the level of the 3-loop anomalous dimensions 13 such basic functions occur. We have derived fast and precise numerical representations for the eight new functions contributing at the level of the 3-loop anomalous dimensions in QCD. In the region x ǫ [10 −6 , 0.98] which is physically most interesting their relative accuracy is better than 10 −7 . If needed, the procedure outlined in the present paper can readily be generalized to a higher level of accuracy at the expense of more coefficients in the representation. Due to use of polynomial forms in the analytic continuations very fast representations are obtained well suited for the use in QCD evolution codes. The basic functions discussed in the present paper form a part of the building blocks for the 3-loop coefficient functions and other higher order single scale quantities. FORTRAN routines are available from the authors upon request.
